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Employment Training Panel Awards $42,240 

to the Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce   
 
 

SACRAMENTO – The California Labor and Workforce Development Agency’s Employment Training Panel (ETP) 
recently awarded a $42,240 contract to the Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce (SACC) to train 48 
small business owners in business management skills to help their companies grow and thrive in the Sacramento 
region.   
 
The Asian Pacific Chamber’s program will provide up to 60 hours of training for owners of companies with 1-9 full-
time employees on how to successfully manage and grow their businesses to a higher level of financial success. 
Training will begin with the development of a business plan, and include bookkeeping, marketing, formulating 
financial projections, negotiating with lenders, and related management skills.   
 
“SACC is proud to partner with ETP in establishing a training program that will assist us in serving a 
diverse small business community,” said Pat Fong Kushida, President/CEO of the SACC“. ETP training 
funds will assist us in our mission to strengthen and expand economic development opportunities so that 
all communities can benefit.”   

Founded in 1993, the SACC is a membership organization with a mission to create and promote a positive 
environment for Asian Pacific businesses, and to enhance economic and business development in the 
Sacramento area and surrounding regions -- from Stockton to El Dorado Hills.  SACC provides members with 
opportunities to gain business knowledge, make business contacts, showcase goods and services, and develop 
leadership skills.  

“The State of California is experiencing a tremendous surge of entrepreneurial spirit within its various ethnic 
communities, and SACC’s program illustrates how community leaders can help their businesses prosper,” said 
Michael Saragosa, ETP Executive Director.  “This program also is a prime example of Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s strong support of training programs that lead to self-reliance, job creation, and opportunities for all 
Californians.” 

For more information regarding the Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce, contact Pat Fong 
Kushida at 916-446-7883. 
 
ETP is a business and labor supported state agency that assists employers in strengthening their competitive 
edge by providing funds to partially off-set the costs of job skills training that is necessary to maintain high-
performance workplaces.  California’s ETP is a performance-based program, providing funds for trainees who 
successfully complete approved training programs and are retained in well-paying jobs for a specific period of 
time.   
 
The program is funded by the Employment Training Tax paid by California employers, and targets firms 
threatened by out-of-state and international competition.  Since its inception in 1983, the ETP program has 
provided over $1 billion to train more than 665,000 workers in over 65,000 California companies.  Employers 
match training funds awarded through ETP contracts, making these projects true public-private partnerships.   
 
To view copies of the proposals considered by the Panel at its most recent meeting, visit the ETP website at 
http://www.etp.ca.gov/packet.cfm.  For more information about the ETP program, please visit www.etp.ca.gov, or 
call 916-327-5261.   
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